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Overview 
 
On August 20 – 24, our team executed a successful F-35 cockpit demonstrator and Elite 
Supplier Award recognition event with Crissair, Inc. in Valencia, CA. 
 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25) served as the guest of honor and VIP speaker. The 
event also featured remarks from Jack O’Banion, Vice President of Strategy and Customer 
Requirements, Lockheed Martin Skunk Works, Mike Alfred, President, Crissair and Vic 
Richey, Chairman & CEO, ESCO Technologies.  
 
During the speaking program, Jack O’Banion recognized Crissair and its employees for their 
contributions to the F-35 program and Crissair President Mike Alfred honored the 
company’s veterans, surprising them with F-35 flight jackets. Congressman Knight 
participated in the recognition ceremony and flew the cockpit immediately following. He and 
his staff then participated in a personalized tour of the facility.   
 
There were 65 attendees at the event, including Santa Clarita Mayor Laurene Weste, Santa 
Clarita City Councilmembers Bill Miranda and Cameron Smyth, Castaic Area Town 
Councilmember Sandia Ennis, and field representatives from the offices of State Senator 
Scott Wilk (R-21), Assemblyman Dante Acosta (R-38) and L.A. County Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger. Additional VIP attendees at the event included: Santa Clarita Economic 
Development Corp. President Holly Schroeder, Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Chairman Troy Hooper, as well as faculty and students from the Hart School District.  
 
Mercury’s communications team developed and executed the media outreach plan to earn 
coverage of the event. KABC-7 arrived prior to the event to capture footage of test pilot 
Craig Dalle operating the demonstrator. Also attending the event were Santa Clarita Valley 
local newspaper, The Signal, as well as local talk radio station KHTS-FM. Reporters from 
both The Signal and KHTS had the opportunity to interview Congressman Knight, as well as 
Lockheed Martin and Crissair officials.  The SCV Beacon and Aerotech News also wrote 
about the event, while the SCV Economic Development Corp published a blog. The San 
Fernando Valley Business Journal has indicated that it include coverage of the event in a 
column for its September 3rd edition. 
 
Sixteen employee briefing sessions were held over the course of our stay, enabling 208 
Crissair employees to learn about the program and experience the F-35 cockpit 
demonstrator. The cockpit team also briefed 11 local AIPAC VIPs, offering all 11 the 
opportunity to fly in the cockpit and learn more about the F-35’s impact on the security of 
Israel.  
 
Enclosed is the final attendee list, photos from the event, media coverage and social media 
activity, including tweets from Congressman Steve Knight and Supervisor Kathryn Barger.   

http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=a58488f6-c7d5-4589-9a11-2f1ad998574a
https://signalscv.com/2018/08/lockheed-martin-honors-scv-aircraft-contractor/
http://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/business/congressman-steve-knight-lockheed-martin-honor-valencia-aerospace-manufacturer-245689
http://www.westranchbeacon.com/trending.php?id=8755
http://www.aerotechnews.com/blog/2018/08/24/lockheed-recognizes-local-f-35-supplier-with-prestigious-award/
http://www.scvedc.org/blog/crissair-honored-by-lockheed-martin
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS & STAFF 

Steve Knight Congressman (R-CA-25) U.S. House of Representatives (CA-25) 

Lisa Moulton District Director U.S. Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 

Andrea Grace Scheduler U.S. Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 

Josie Sandi Caseworker U.S. Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 

Gary Medina Caseworker/Wounded Warrior Fellow U.S. Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 

Mitchell Chase Senior Communications Director U.S. Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES 

Sharon Bronson District Coordinator Assemblyman Dante Acosta, 38th District 

Kris Hough District Representative State Senator Scott Wilk (R-21) 

COMMUNITY LEADERS 

Laurene Weste Mayor City of Santa Clarita 

Nicole Vartanian Assistant Field Deputy L.A. County Supervisor Kathryn Barger 

Bill Miranda Member Santa Clarita City Council 

Cameron Smyth Member Santa Clarita City Council 

Holly Schroeder President Santa Clarita Economic Development Corp. 

Troy Hooper Chairman Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Sue Reynolds Buckley   William S. Hart Union High School 

Diane Hamburger Saugus High School Assistant Principal Saugus High School Assistant Principal 

Sandia Ennis Director Castaic Area Town Council 

Glen Ennis   Castaic Area Town Council 

Calvin  Hedman President Hedman Partners 

Kara Grimes Teacher Valencia High School 

Logan Sufferdini Student Valencia High School 

Benjanim Pontius Student Valencia High School 

Justin Flores Student Valencia High School 

Zach Fineberg Student Saugus High School 

Jim McCarthy Husband of Mayor Weste   

Carol Shubin Professor  CSUN 

SUPPLIERS 

Al Gowing President Coronado Manufacturing, Inc. 

Sergio Murcia Sr. Aerospace Sales Engineer Trelleborg Sealing Solutions 

SUPPLIER HOST 

Vic Richey President & CEO ESCO Technologies 

Sam  Chapetta Senior Vice President ESCO Technologies 

Mike Alfred President Crissair, Inc. 

Mark Hughes VP, Finance & Administration Crissair, Inc. 

Patrick LaCanfora VP, Engineering Crissair, Inc. 

Eric Grupp Sr. Director, Business Development Crissair, Inc. 

Beverly Malin Director, Human Resources Crissair, Inc. 

Nicolas Eguiguren Director, Operations Crissair, Inc. 

Colleen Schultz Director, Quality Crissair, Inc. 

John Semione Plant Manager Crissair, Inc. 
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Scott Chapman Director Contracts Crissair, Inc. 

Melissa Dell Manager Contracts Crissair, Inc. 

Carey Dunnagan Quality Specialist Crissair, Inc. 

Chris Ruh Quality Assurance Analyst Crissair, Inc. 

Michael Maniego Chief Engineer Crissair, Inc. 

Ray Palomino Lead Engineer Crissair, Inc. 

Brandon Alexander Veteran* Crissair, Inc. 

Jerry Blount Veteran* Crissair, Inc. 

Chris Doyle Veteran* Crissair, Inc. 

Edward Pinto Veteran* Crissair, Inc. 

John Rafkind Veteran* Crissair, Inc. 

MEDIA 

Stephen Coleman Cameraman KABC 

Michele Lutes Photographer The Signal 

Crystal Duan Reporter The Signal 

Michael Brown Senior Staff Writer KHTS Hometown Station 

LOCKHEED MARTIN & CONSULTANTS 

Heather Brown   Lockheed Martin 

Jack O'Banion   Lockheed Martin 

Mary Springer   Lockheed Martin 

Mike Becker   Lockheed Martin 

Alexis Lockard   Lockheed Martin 

Gary Hentz   Lockheed Martin 

Eric Fox   Lockheed Martin 

Worth Golightly   Lockheed Martin 

Brecke Boyd   Lockheed Martin 

Ken Cluck   Lockheed Martin 

Sibel Kayaalp   Lockheed Martin 

Craig Dalle   Lockheed Martin 

Bari Golin-Blaugrund   Mercury 

Anthony Rollins   Mercury 
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Lockheed Martin’s Jack O’Banion presents Crissair CEO Mike Alfred with the 2017 Elite Supplier Award; they are 
joined on stage by Rep. Steve Knight (CA-25), ESCO CEO Vic Richey and ESCO Vice President Sam Chapetta.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack O’Banion, Vice President. Strategy and Customer Engagement, Lockheed Martin Skunk Works addresses the 
crowd to recognize and celebrate Crissair’s Elite Supplier Award for its contributions to the F-35 program.  
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Crissair CEO Mike Alfred recognizes the company’s veterans, surprises them with personalized F-35 flight jackets.  
Rep. Steven Knight (CA-25) stands with the veterans as they are called to the front of the room. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rep. Steve Knight (CA-25) receives a personalized demonstration in the F-35 cockpit simulator.  
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Lockheed Martin honored local aircraft 
contractor Crissair Inc. on Tuesday with 
the 2017 Elite Supplier Award for the 
company’s work on products for the F-
35 fighter. 
 
Local business leaders, high school 
students and dignitaries attended as the 
Valencia firm, which has been in the SCV 
for four years, received the honor. After 
the presentation, attendees had an 
opportunity to “fly” the F-35 in a 
simulator. 
 
The “Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II” 
was developed in 2006. Crissair’s 200 
employees help make 30 types of 
products for the aircraft, which 
Lockheed Martin executive Jack 
O’Banion said was essential for the 
advancement of the program. 
 
“It’s always nice to receive awards from 
our customers,” Crissair President Mike 
Alfred said. “There’s a lot of synergy 
going on here. And it means jobs in the 
valley.” 
 
Holly Schroeder, director of the Santa 
Clarita Valley Economic Development 
Corp., said the company is a great 
example of the strength of the 
aerospace industry in Southern 
California. 
 
“We were thrilled when Crissair moved 
here (from Palmdale),” she said. “They 
are a star in the aerospace defense 
cluster.” 
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Saugus High and Valencia High School students interested in aerospace engineering were 
selected to observe the event. 
 
“It’s interesting that we get to look at these crazy jets,” Valencia High senior Logan Suffredini 
said. “And we also get to see what’s actually behind this manufacturing.” 
“The cockpit display and getting to hear from the displayers is really exciting,” said Zach 
Fineburg, a senior at Saugus High School. “It’s cool to see what we learn in school applied to 
real life.” 
 
Rep. Steve Knight, R-Palmdale, also spoke at the event. 
 
“Crissair is working on our frontline product for the Marines and Navy, and this achievement 
is a testament to the significance of the people of the Santa Clarita Valley,” he said. “There 
are thousands of suppliers of F-35 around the country. But this shows the employees and 
folks working on the program here are producing a good product, on time and on budget.” 
 
Event attendees received an update on the status of the program as well as the opportunity 
to try out the F-35 flight simulator to gain an understanding, from a pilot’s perspective, of 
how to operate the fighter jet. 
 
In 2018, the F-35 program has more than 1,500 suppliers in 46 states and Puerto Rico, 
employing more than 194,000 people (direct and indirect) and generating an annual 
economic impact of over $31 billion, according to a prepared statement released by 
Lockheed Martin. 
 

https://signalscv.com/2018/08/lockheed-martin-honors-scv-aircraft-contractor/  
 
 
  

https://signalscv.com/2018/08/lockheed-martin-honors-scv-aircraft-contractor/
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http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=a58488f6-c7d5-4589-9a11-2f1ad998574a   

http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=a58488f6-c7d5-4589-9a11-2f1ad998574a
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http://www.aerotechnews.com/blog/2018/08/24/lockheed-recognizes-local-f-35-supplier-with-prestigious-award/
http://www.aerotechnews.com/blog/2018/08/24/lockheed-recognizes-local-f-35-supplier-with-prestigious-award/
http://www.aerotechnews.com/blog/2018/08/24/lockheed-recognizes-local-f-35-supplier-with-prestigious-award/
http://www.aerotechnews.com/blog/2018/08/24/lockheed-recognizes-local-f-35-supplier-with-prestigious-award/
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http://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/business/congressman-steve-knight-lockheed-martin-honor-valencia-aerospace-manufacturer-245689
http://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/business/congressman-steve-knight-lockheed-martin-honor-valencia-aerospace-manufacturer-245689
http://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/business/congressman-steve-knight-lockheed-martin-honor-valencia-aerospace-manufacturer-245689
http://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/business/congressman-steve-knight-lockheed-martin-honor-valencia-aerospace-manufacturer-245689
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http://www.scvedc.org/blog/crissair-honored-by-lockheed-martin
http://www.scvedc.org/blog/crissair-honored-by-lockheed-martin
http://www.scvedc.org/blog/crissair-honored-by-lockheed-martin
http://www.scvedc.org/blog/crissair-honored-by-lockheed-martin
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https://knight.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2165
https://knight.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2165
https://knight.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2165
https://knight.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2165
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https://twitter.com/kathrynbarger/status/1032336593908948992
https://twitter.com/SCVSignal/status/1032340293557743616
https://twitter.com/Cameron_Smyth/status/1031961216074186752
https://twitter.com/SteveKnight25/status/1032706120861642752
https://twitter.com/kathrynbarger/status/1032336593908948992
https://twitter.com/SCVSignal/status/1032340293557743616
https://twitter.com/Cameron_Smyth/status/1031961216074186752
https://twitter.com/SteveKnight25/status/1032706120861642752
https://twitter.com/kathrynbarger/status/1032336593908948992
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https://twitter.com/TheBeacon/status/1032179621683490816
https://twitter.com/Pathway2Future/status/1034530265903841281
https://twitter.com/AerospaceShare/status/1032145609870868480
https://twitter.com/TheBeacon/status/1032179621683490816
https://twitter.com/Pathway2Future/status/1034530265903841281
https://twitter.com/AerospaceShare/status/1032145609870868480
https://twitter.com/TheBeacon/status/1032179621683490816
https://twitter.com/Pathway2Future/status/1034530265903841281
https://twitter.com/AerospaceShare/status/1032145609870868480
https://www.facebook.com/HartDistrictPathwayToMyFuture/posts/2067371679994933?__xts__[0]=68.ARDe0LUGko5euDFeBIHV0urywaSpjYooxj0yY-5j402WcBZeDFk_0_dPlaYzbbnf57Xx3qNoJO_Zm50S6obWMSlQguC3-RkIGiz-wE3_R3azPHSs9KZjvjTWnUze0hMHhS9x-Dw&__tn__=-R
https://twitter.com/TheBeacon/status/1032179621683490816
https://twitter.com/Pathway2Future/status/1034530265903841281
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